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To  the  Chairman  and  ¥ embers  of  the  Council. 

This  Report,  the  sixth  of  the  War  Period,  is 
drawn  up  in  accordance  with  instructions  contained 
in  a  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  dated  19th  March  1945, 
which  directs  that  it  shall  he  on  lines  similar  to 
previous  wartime  reports  and  deal  briefly  with  matters 
of  current  public  health  interest  with  particular 
reference  to  the  sufficiency  and  quality  of  the  water 
supply. 
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Ano  th.o:,  v-o^.  n- 1  x  eiactcry  year  as  far  as  the  .general 
health  of  the  Public  is  concerned  and  infectious  disease 
at  almost  its  irrduc ible  minimum. 

^  u  appearance  ana  b.igli  spirits  of  the  children  1 

is  particularly  -noticeable  and  is  no  doubt  due  in  great 
measure  to  the  abundance  of  certain  valuable  foods  which 
rhey  as  children  are  entitled  to,  especially  milk, 
oread  also  which  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  has  been 
allowed  oo  regain  its  natural  vitamins  has  doubtless  played 
a  large  part  in  maintaining  this  high  standard  of  heaith 
and  it  is  very  disquieting  to  learn  that  it  is  now  being  " 
downgraded  in  quality  and  may  return  to  the  denatured  poor 
stuff  of  prewar  days.  This  seems  a  pity,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  as  from  all  accounts  the  real  cinch  as  regards 
food  has  yet  to  come.  Bread  used  to  be  called  the  Staff 
oi  Life,  but  now  seems  in  danger  of  becoming  merely  a 
byproduct  in  the  manufacture  of  cattle  food. 
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case  rf  diphtheria  occurred  in  a  London 
7  or  may  not  have  been  immunised  before 
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lever  cases  occurred  in  the  Surer er  months  and 
very  mild  type  nbw  prevalent „  So  trivial 
e  i rf e c t i o n  and  so  si i ght  the  constitutional 
t of  the  patient  that  it  is  becoming  the 
common  prat  ice  nowadays  in  suitable  cases  to  treat  the 
patient  at  horn e * 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


This  has  continued  throughout  the  year,  a  session 
"being  held  every  other  Wednesday  morning  at  the  School 
Clinic*  The  numbers  of  those  who  completed  the  course  were 

Under  5  years  of  age  -  114 
Over  5  years  of  age  -  13. 

It  can  now  "be  estimated  that  at  the  end  of  the  year, 

57  per  cent  of  children  under  5  and  90  per  cent  of  those 
attending  school  have  been  rendered  immune.  The  first 
figure  is  very  good  but  there  is  considerable  room  for 
improvement  in  the  second. 

TUBERCULOS IS . 

The  not  if icat ions  for  the  year  show  a  slight  increase 
in  the  number  of  new  cases  and  the  same  number  of  deaths 
as  t^e  year  before. 

male  female  Total. 
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The  numbers  for  the  year  before  were  15  and  9 
respectively* ..  Of  the  20  new  cases  17  were  lung  -cases 
as  also  were  6  of  the  deaths. 

SICK  BAY  FOR  SCABIES,  and  other  contagious  skin  diseases 
has  had  another  busy  year,  the  numbers  treated  being  over 
100  more  than  in  1943.  This  increase  may  be  due  in  some 
measure  to  the  greater  willingness  than  formerly  on  the 
part  of  parents  to  come  to  the  Sick  Bay  for  easy  and  rapid 
treatment  rather  than  to  have  unsatisfactory  treatment 
at  home . 

Outpatients . 

Newton  Urban  120 

Newton  Rural  216 

336~ 


Total 


4 


/ 


Total. 


Inpatients. 

M  ixed 
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The  Grand  Total  478  includes  3  land  girls  and  246 
evacuees  (inpatients  124,  Outpatients  122)  Adults  numbered 
57. 


EVACUEES .  On  31st  December  last  there  were  approximately 
424  officially  evacuated  persons  in  the  District*  of  whom 
274  were  unaccompanied  children.  This  is  very  little 
different  to  the  446  of  the  previous  year.  Most  of  them 
are  Londoners.  These  numbers  were  more  than  doubled  in 
July  by  a  sudden  influx  of  mothers  and  children  from 
those  areas  of  Surrey  and  Kent  affected  by  flying  Bombs. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  most  of  these  had  gone 
back  and  the  position  had  returned  to  the  normal*  The 
25  requisitioned  houses  are  still  retained  and  in  use 
by  mothers  and  children. 

COUNCIL’S  CLEANSING  STATION.  established  at  the  School 
Clinic  in  Devon  S q uar e  ceased  to  function  during  the  first 
half  of  the  year  owing  to  lack  Of  business  but  the  '"advent 
of  another  wave  of  evacudes  from  Kent  in  July  created  a 
further  demand  on  its  srevices  and  55  children  were  dealt 
with* 


ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS. 


The  usual  routine  inspections  of  housing  property, 
especially  the  older  ones,  also  of  food  stores,  milk  shops 
dairies  and  bakehouses  etc.  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year.  Considering  the  depleted  staffs  the  condition 
of  most  of  these  places  is  definately  praiseworthy. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  of  the  District  is  that  of  Torquay  and 
is  excellent  in  quantity  and  quality.  Being  from 
moorland  sources  it  is  treated  with  lime  to  lorevent  action 
on  lead  pipes  and  is  also  filtered  and  chlorinated. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Simpson,  M.O.H.  Torquay  and  to 
Mr  R.V.Toms,  the  Water  Engineer,  for  the  following  analysis 
the  first  being  that  of  the  Untreated  water  and  the  second 
the  Treated  water  as  supplied  to  the  Public.  It  is  piped 
to  about  98  per  cent  of  the  houses  in  the  District  and 
there  are  no  standpipes. 

Report  Erom  The  Counties  Public  Healt h  Laboratories . 

ANALYSIS  OR  A  SAMPLE  OR  WATER  received  on  21st  March  1944. 
from  BOROUGH  OP  TORQUAY, 

Labelled  Trenchford  Resevoir  -  untreated. 

Date  20.3.44.  12.30  p.m. 

CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  100,000. 

Appearance:  Very  faint  opalescence  -  flocculent  deposit 

of  mineral  and  organic  debris,  few 
particles  of  vegetable  debris. 

Turbidity:  Less  than  5  parts  per  million, 

Silica  scale. 

Colour  Normal,  Hazen:  Less  than  10 


Reaction  oH  Neutral  6.9 
Electric  conductivity  at  20 c' C  84 

Chlorine  on  Chlorides  1.3 

Hardness:  Total  2.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  0.14 
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Report  from  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories  cont’d. 


Free  Ammonia  0.0000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.0032 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs*  at 

27^C  0.145 

Metals  Iron:  0.015 

Other  metals  Absent. 

Odour  Mil 

Pree  Carbonic  Acid  0*2 

Total  solids,,  dried  at  180r'C  *  7.0 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  0.5. 
(Carbonate  ( non- carbonate 

(Temporary  0.5  # (permanent  1.5 

Hitrogen  in  nitrites  absent 

Ammonia cal  nitrogen 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS. 
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This  ample  contains  on-ly  a  minute  trace  of  suspended 
matter,  and  has  no  discolouration.  The  water  is  practically 
neutral  in  reaction,  soft  in  character,  contains  comparatively 
little  saline  matter  in  solution,  and  no  metals  apart  from 
a  minute  trace  of  iron.  Par  the  untreated  reservoir  water 
it  is  of  satisfactory  organic  and  bacterial  purity,  and 
no  difficulty  should  be  found  in  the  effective  treatment 
of  this  water. 
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Report  Prom  The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 

ANALYSIS  0^  A  SAMPLE  0^  WATER  received  on  21st  March  1944. 
from  BOROUGH  0^  TORQUAY. 

Labelled  Tap  off  main  of  Waterworks  Stores,  Torquay, 
treated.  ~  Date  20.3.44.  10  a.m. 

CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  100,000. 

Appearance;  Very  faint  opalescence  -  very  few 

particles  of  mineral  debris. 

Turbidity:  Less  than  5  parts  per  million, 

Silica  scale. 


Colour  Normal 


Reaction  pH  Pt.  Alkaline: 

8.4 

Electric  conductivity  at  20 

*C  100 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

1.4 

Hardness:  Total 

3.0. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
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Ozvgen  absorbed  in  4  hrs. 
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27  cC 

0.62S 

Metals.  Iron:  Total: 

0. 640 

Other  metals  absent 
*Pree  chlorine  reaction* 
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Reno rt_ Co; cities  Public  Health  Laboratories  cont!d . 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS. 
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sample  is  reasonably  clear  and  bright  and  free 

;j  water  is  faintly  alkaline  in  reaction, 
i%  contains  comparatively  little  saline 
on;  and  no  metals  apart  from  a  trace  of 
good  organic  quality  and  a  high  standard 
ity;  and  is  considered  an  efficiently 
u.-'e  and  wholesome  in  character  and 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  14390  (a  decrease  of  300) 

Live  Births. 

Male  126  (illegitimate  8) 

Female  109  (Illegitimate  19)  Total  235. 

Birth  Bate  -  16.3  per  1000  people. 

Average  Birth  Bate  for  last  10  years  11.6. 

England  and  Hales  Birth  ^ate  17.6 

Still  Births. 

Male  3  (Illegitimate  l)  female  5  (Illegitimate  2)  Total  8. 
Still  Birth  ‘'ate  -  32.9  per  1000  Births  live  and  still. 
Deaths . 

Male  96,  Pemale  120,  Total  216. 

Death  Bate  -  15  per  1000  people* 

'i 

England  and  Wales  Death  Bate  11*6. 

Infant  Mortality,  (under  1  year) 

Male  8  (Illegitimate  1)  Female  7  (Illegitimate  4)  Total  15. 

A  Bate  of  63  per  1000  live  Births. 

England  and  Wales  Bate  46 

Maternal  Mortality,  (Childbirth)'  2 

A  Bate  of  8.2  per  1000  total  Births. 

England  and  Wales  Bate  1.95. 

W.H.  SCOTT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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